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On July 18, at the conclusion of a two-day meeting held in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, leaders of
the Association of Central American Campesino Organizations (Asociacion de Organizaciones
Campesinas de Centroamerica-AOCCA) reiterated their rejection of neo-liberal adjustment
policies for the agricultural sector currently being applied throughout the region. During the
meeting, participants agreed to work on preparation of a document which will be presented
during the Central American presidential summit scheduled to be held in Panama later this year.
AOCCA spokespersons indicated that the document will contain a critique of agricultural policies
currently in force in Central America, as well as a series of proposed reforms in the framework of
a broad, strategic alternative. According to current AOCCA president Wilson Campos, "structural
adjustment in agriculture has affected campesinos and has also affected peace, since these policies
have brought about new forms of violence. The same policy approach, with different names, is being
applied throughout the region, but instead of bringing progress it has led to instability." Referring
to his own country, Costa Rica, Campos declared that "adjustment policies have been with us since
the previous decade, and today we are even more dependent than three years ago." An estimated
60% of the region's 28 million inhabitants are campesinos or persons whose livelihood is linked to
agricultural production. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
07/18/92)
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